
WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL 
 
OUTDOOR TABLE TENNIS TABLES – for WPC meeting on 2 June 2020 
 
This is a summary of responses received after a request for advice and experiences of using outdoor 
tables. It will help members consider what factors to bear in mind when deciding what options are 
best suited to the Recreation Ground. 
 
 
 

1.  Living Sport UK 
 
 Living Sport have recently been involved with Ping Peterborough, which has seen an initial 6 tables 
placed in parks and open spaces and plans for a further 8 over the course of the year. The tables 
were these: https://uk.cornilleau.com/institutional-tables/47-park-outdoor-table.html.  I was 
involved in the Ping Cambridge installations, and at the time, the PARK tables were not available but 
would recommend these rather than concrete as once concrete are there they can’t get moved. The 
Park tables are extremely durable and can withstand 1600Kg of weight, and are faring very well in 
Peterborough. 
 
I am looking at developing a Ping Cambridgeshire project to see a network of tables in South Cambs, 
Hunts and East Cambs and have spoken with Leah from SCDC.We have interest from Table Tennis 
England with regards match funding, and know that Milton Country Park and Pioneer Park in 
Northstowe will be having some installed once we can ensure social distancing. 
 
If you are interested in a Park Table then lets have a chat further to see if we can help. A Park table, 
with anchors, and a supply for bats and balls cost approx £1500. The only additional cost is around 
installation, of which I have various examples of what worked in Peterborough.  
 

========================================================================== 
 

2. Table Tennis England: 
 

We have a comprehensive outdoor table tennis guide that you might find useful to have a look 

through. It includes information about what to think about before you purchase an outdoor 

table, guidance on installation, health and safety and funding opportunities. You can view the 

guide at https://www.pingengland.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Outdoor-

Table-Tennis-Guide-2019.pdf 

 

In terms of concrete vs steel, essentially a concrete table will be more durable however they 

are significantly more expensive. We use steel tables for our outdoor Ping project and they are 

great! We have a scheme called Ping in the Community, where organisations can purchase 

table tennis packages through us for community use - such as yourselves. We have an outdoor 

static steel table option available, and every one of our table packages comes with everything 

else you need to get going - including bats, balls and a range of resources. You can see all of our 

options at www.pinginthecommunity.co.uk Please note that although we are accepting 

and processing orders at the moment, our supplier is unable to fulfil delivery due to stock levels 

being depleted over recent weeks. We are hopeful that stock will come back in the next few 

https://uk.cornilleau.com/institutional-tables/47-park-outdoor-table.html
https://www.pingengland.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Outdoor-Table-Tennis-Guide-2019.pdf
https://www.pingengland.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Outdoor-Table-Tennis-Guide-2019.pdf
http://www.pinginthecommunity.co.uk/


weeks, but we are unable to provide exact delivery dates at this time. What we would do is 

process your order and take payment, then your order would be passed onto our supplier for 

delivery once stock is available. If you have any other questions at all, please do get back in 

touch. 
 
 
 
3. Cambridge City Council response  
  
We do have outdoor tables at various locations but they are all steel (we do not have any concrete 
tables). 
  
Which supplier did you use (and if not too long ago, what sort of criteria did you use to assess bids)  
  
We first initiated tables in open spaces in 2014 as part of the “PING” drive by Table Tennis England 
to increase table tennis activity. We had a delivery of Static tables for the open spaces and roll-a-way 
tables to use in facilities. We now have 25 static outdoor tables at various locations throughout the 
City.  

  

 What sort of inspection regime and maintenance work do they need.  
  
Initially we arranged inspections through our City Rangers service, when this was restructured we 
have had to review how we inspect along with how we can promote use of the tables. We now have 
a dedicated member of staff that has been grant funded that carries out this role.  He started 
working with us in August 2019, initially on a 3 month funded term with the main focus of his work 
to be around increasing participation in ping pong at our outdoor tables and then as the weather 
changed, his work became more focused around the Ping Pong Parlour at the Grafton Centre.  
  

 What have been the pros and cons encountered with running them.  
  
The pros of having the tables has to be the amount of use that they get and the increase in activity it 
has given members of the public. The cons have been that the initial static steel / Aluminium tables 
that were supplied by Table Tennis England were susceptible to damage not only from vandalism but 
also from people trying to move them for some reason. As most of the issues were around the base 
folding in we had stronger legs fabricated by one of our metalworks contractors, this we have since 
moved to having whole solid steel tables fabricated by them. We now have 15 all steel tables, 6 
tables with Steel Legs and 4 original tables.  
  
It is always a challenge making sure equipment is available at the tables, (obviously pre-Covid when 
equipment sharing was permitted) it worked well at the tables which were located in close proximity 
to a staffed venue e.g. the Meadows Community Centre, Cherry Hinton Village Centre, Parkside Pool 
or Christ’s Pieces (we use the ice cream kiosk) – we give equipment to these facilities and append 
appropriate signage to the tables directing players to where they can borrow equipment. There is an 
inevitable amount of equipment that gets lost, damaged or broken (ping pong balls are easily 
broken). Having said that, we get great feedback about the tables and the public are always 
complimentary of having the facilities available to use for free. Table tennis is ALWAYS popular at 
our outdoor events and it is a very accessible sport which families can play together. We are working 
towards getting a team of ‘table minders’ in place – local volunteers who can keep a box of bats and 
balls and top them up as needed especially during nice weather. The new Covid guidance has 
changed this and it has become more of a case of people having to have their own equipment.  



  

 Where do they feature in the current Covid-19 scenario – are they still in use, have you had 
to issue any guidance 

  
All tables were Fenced off when lockdown was announced to ensure that they were not used, they 
have now had the fencing removed and are open for play but this is with players following the 
distancing guidelines. We had our dedicated member of staff clean all of the tables when they were 
opened  in readiness for use. In the latest guidance update (effective 13th May) use of outdoor table 
tennis was allowed again with some restrictions. Fred has made an effort to get round all the tables 
in the last week to ensure they are safe to play on and clean of bird poo etc.  

  
The Metalworks Contractor that we use to fabricate the solid steel tables is Mowell & Co, and 
they’re contact is (T) 01354 696622, (E) mowell@btconnect.com  
  
It’s definitely worth thinking about how volunteers can be involved with managing the table – even 
around maintenance or equipment replenishment or potentially how local businesses could be 
involved. Could the Pharmacie café give out bats and balls for example?  I live in Waterbeach and 
think a table tennis table would go down very well at the Rec. it is also worth considering having 
more than 1 (if funds allow) in the same place. Where we have multiple tables in the City (Christ’s 
Pieces and Cherry Hinton Hall) they are very popular. Finding an area that is relatively sheltered from 
the wind is very helpful.  
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